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Theorie des Komlschen und i n der 
Braxis des p o l i t i s c h e n Kabaretts 
der DDR." 
Ja*ger's method i s close i n t e r p r e t a -
t i o n of selected passages^ In t r y i n g 
to detect underlying inner tensions 
and hidden c o n f l i c t s , he uses a sort 
of t e x t u a l psychoanalysis. At times, 
h i s admitted Lust* zum B o i n t i e r e n " 
leads him to bold paraphrases and 
ov e r i n t e r p r e t a t l o n s . Thus, Mayer's 
problematical "slave language" meta-
phor i s not i l l u m i n a t i n g with respec 
to Biermann's Dra-Dra, even i f Ja*ger 
speaks of emancipated slaves. In the 
somewhat abstract essay on Harich, 
the reviewer would have l i k e d to 
f i n d a broader discussion of the 
objects of Harich's polemics, e.g. 
of Reiner Keller. 
Despite such occasional shortcomings 
J^ger's book as a whole i s a major 
c o n t r i b u t i o n i n the f i e l d of GDR 
research — i t i s a pleasure to read 
s t i m u l a t i n g , and w e l l documented 
(251 footnotes on the C h r i s t a Wolf 
chapter alone give an idea of h i s 




Basis V, which w i l l appear i n June, 
1975, c a r r i e s a number of a r t i c l e s 
on GDR l i t e r a t u r e , among them Helen 
Fehervary's " H d l d e r l i n und Marx i n 
der DDR", Andreas Huyssen's "Auf den 
Spursn Ernst Blochs -- Nachdenken 
iXber C h r i s t a Wolf" and Baul Michael 
L d t z e l e r ' s "Goethes Faust und der 
Sozialismus." 
Theodor Langenbruch's D i a l e c t i c a l 
Humor i n Kant's Novel "Die Aula" 
(Bonn: Bouvier Abhandlungen zur Xuns 
Muslk- und Lieraturwlssenschaft No. 
163, 1974) w i l l be delayed u n t i l 
e a r l y f a l l . 
Das Bundesmlnisterium f R r lnnerdeut— 
sche Beziehungen i n Bonn v e r d f f e n t -
l i c h t e i n M e r k b l a t t "Reisen i n die 
DDR". Obgleich dieses 5 1-seitlge 
Bdchlein haupts^chlich f R r West-
deutsche und V e s t - B e r l i n e r gedacht 
i s t , entha'lt es nlchtsdestoweniger 
auch f*Rr Amerlkaner interessante Tat— 
sachen und Hinweise. (p. g ) 
BOOK REVjEWS 
Manfred Ja*ger : S o z l a l l l t e r a t e n . 
Funktlon und Selbstversta'ndnls der 
S c h r i f t s t e l l e r i n der DDR 
(Bertelsmann U n l v e r s l t ^ t s v e r l a g , 
BRsseldorf, 1973) ; 240 Seiten, 
ISBN 3 - 5 7 1 - 0 9 2 8 9 - 9 
J^ger's theme I s the process of eman-
c i p a t i o n (and, to some extent, of d i s -
i l l u s i o n m e n t ) of the GDR authors with-
i n the framework of the accepted new 
s o c i a l order. The term " S o z i a l l l t e r a -
ten" i s not used i n a polemical sense, 
but r e f e r s to the " r e l a t i v e autonomy 
of l i t e r a t u r e " i n the GDR. The most 
important chapter of t h i s volume i s 
"Auf dem langen Weg zur Wahrhelt. * 
Fragen, Antworten und neue Fragen i n 
den Erza*hlungen, Aufs^tzen und Reden 
C h r l s t a Wolfs." These 90 pages Include 
a general d i s c u s s i o n of topics such 
as optimism, spontaneity, the t y p i c a l , 
p o s i t i v e and mixed heroes, n a t u r a l - : 
l s t i c and symbolic w r i t i n g , the " l a n -
guage problem", l i t e r a r y t r a d i t i o n s , 
and West Germany reception of GDR 
l i t e r a t u r e . As f o r Wolf's work, Ja'ger 
emphasizes s t r u c t u r a l , thematic, and 
i d e o l o g i c a l c o n t i n u i t y , while acknowl-
edging d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n s i n several 
respects. In a d d i t i o n , t h i s book con-
t a i n s i n t e r e s t i n g p o r t r a i t s of the 
poets Xunze, Braun, and Biermann, an 
extended essay "Brecht und seln Thea-
t e r 1m schwierlgen.Milieu, der DDR", 
another essay on Wolfgang E a r i c h , and 
one on the GDR reception of Peter Weiss. 
The wide thematic range of t h i s book 
i s underscored by the l a s t item:"Das 
ganz neue Lachen. Die Funktion von 
Humor und Satire i n der marxistlschen 
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Ernestine Schlant's "Prose F i c t i o n i n 
the GDR during the l a s t Decade" w i l l 
appear i n Modern F i c t i o n Studies. Sum-
mer 1975 . O f f p r i n t s are a v a i l a b l e 
from the author. 
-&-R-:nnnnnnni-
Zur Edited by Hans-Ju*rgen Schmltt, 
Funktion einer s o z i a l i s t i s c h e n L i t e -
r atur i n der 
lis h e d by Metzler 
DDR w i l l soon be pub-
Verlag, Stuttgart. 
1HHHHHHHHHHH} 
L i t e r a t u r und L i t e r a t u r t h e o r i e i n der 
DDR, edited by Peter Uwe Hohendahl 
and P a t r i c i a Herminghouse w i l l be 
published by Suhrkamp Verlag, Frank-
f u r t , In l a t e summer, 1975 . C o n t r i -
butors include : Jost Hermand, "Wand-
lungen der Modemlsmus-Debatte i n der 
DDR ; P a t r i c i a Herminghouse, "Das 
B l l d der Frau im Roman der DDR -- eln 
ge s c h l c h t l l c h e r tfberblick"; Peter U. 
Hohendahl, " ^ s t h e t l k und Sozl a l i s n u s : 
zur neueren L i t e r a t u r t h e o r i e der DDR"; 
Paul Michael Lu*tzeler, "Von der Ar-
beiterschaft zur I n t e l l i g e n z : Zur Dar-
ste l l u n g s o z i a l e r Mobllita't im Roman 
der DDR^; S i l v i a Schlenstedt, "Lyrlk 
und Leser i n der DDR"; Frank Trommler,'^-
+ n ? o l i t i k i n der DDR und die k u l t u r e l l e 
Tradition des Sozialismus"; Robert 
Weimann, " K r i t l s c h e Aneignung des Er-
bes: Zur Weiterentwicklung unserer 
Realismus-Theorle"; and Jack Zipes, 
"Brecht Oder Wolf : Zur Tra d i t i o n des 
Dramas i n der DDR." 
*-SHHt"K-H"K-R-R-RX-M"K-M-
DISSERTATIONEN 
W. Clark Kenyon, "The Poetry of Gu*n-
te r Kunert", U n i v e r s i t y of Iowa, 
(Department of German, Room 2, Schaef-
f e r H a l l , U n i v e r s i t y of Iowa, Iowa 
C i t y , Iowa 5 2 2 4 0 ) . Contains much o r i -
g i n a l m aterial from Kunert, survey of 
c r i t i c a l l i t e r a t u r e and complete b i b l i o -
graphy of works by and about Kunert i n 
addition to analysis of Kunert's nine 
volumes of poetry and h i s t h e o r e t i c a l 
w r i t i n g s . 
Marc D. Sllberman, "Literature and 
the Working World: A Study of the 
I n d u s t r i a l Novel i n East Germany", 
Indiana U n i v e r s i t y (1312 North 
Washington, Blcomlngton, Indiana 
47401). Typological study of eight 
representative novels concerning 
the years 1951 to 1973. 
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Gad Pen-Ami, "Arnold Zweig and Zion 
ism" (University of Wisconsin-Ma-
dison d i s s e r t a t i o n ) , Department of 
German, 818 Van Hlse H a l l , Madison, 
Wisconsin 53706 . 
Edith A. DuPose, " U l r l c h Plenzdorf' 
"Die Neuen Leiden des jungen W. ' " 
(Univ e r s i t y of F l o r i d a M.A. thesis) 
106 N.W. 12th Terrace, G a i n e s v i l l e , 
F l o r i d a 32601 . 
Nina Khinoy, "Social Roles and Re-
la t i o n s h i p s i n the Short Story of 
the Tear 1970" (New York U n i v e r s i t y 
d i s s e r t a t i o n — a comparison bet-
ween the GDR and the Federal Re-
public) 653 E. 14th St., New York, 
N.Y. 10009 . 
Ralner Na*gele, "Bert Prechts L y r l k 
im Kontext der Mcdeme" (A study 
of Brecht's poetry as a major con-
t r i b u t i o n to the development of 
modern poetry and as an a l t e r n a t i v e 
to one-sided concepts which u s u a l l y 
accept only esoteric and hermetic 
poetry as "modem"), Department of 
German, The Johns Hopkins U r i v e r s i t * 
Baltimore, Md. 21218 . 
A t r a n s l a t i o n of the plays of Heine 
Mu*ller i n t o English i s being under-
taken as a cooperative venture by 
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